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Abstract:
This research examines the political and economic relations between the Phoenician presence and the ancient Libyan
tribes in the Mediterranean Basin, through a critical analysis of traditional historical narratives dominated by colonial
discourse, and presents an alternative reading based on equality and mutual interaction. The research employs an
integrated methodology combining historical, archaeological, anthropological, and postcolonial critical approaches,
drawing on diverse sources including classical texts (Herodotus and Polybius), bilingual Punic-Libyan inscriptions, and
archaeological findings discovered in Libyan sites (Leptis Magna, Sabratha, Oea).
The research problem is defined by the dominance of the colonial narrative in Western historical classics, which
stripped the ancient Libyan tribes of their historical agency and independent political and economic identity. The
research aims to deconstruct these colonial concepts, highlight the historical agency of the Libyan tribes, analyze
Phoenician maritime strategy, reveal the nature of political and military alliances, and study economic networks and
Saharan caravan routes.
The research reached five main conclusions: First, refuting the colonial narrative and proving that the Phoenician
presence was based on peaceful consensus and diplomacy, not military domination. Second, proving the political and
economic agency of the Libyan tribes (Macae, Nasamones, Garamantes) in shaping the political and economic
landscape of the region. Third, confirming the strategic military alliance and integration between the Phoenicians and
Libyan tribes in confronting Greek and Roman expansion. Fourth, proving the emergence of the "Libyphoenician”
identity as a model of cultural pluralism and civilizational integration. Fifth, confirming the continuity of the
Phoenician-Punic civilizational heritage in Libya after the fall of Carthage.
The research concludes that the Phoenician-Libyan relations represent a unique model of positive civilizational
interaction, where the encounter between two different cultures produced deep political, economic, and cultural
integration, and that cultural pluralism can be a source of creativity and mutual enrichment if based on foundations of

respect, equality, and shared interests. The research recommends conducting extensive archaeological excavations in
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interior sites, comparative studies with other models of Phoenician interaction, integrating the topic into history
curricula, developing museums and archaeological sites, and establishing plans to protect Libyan cultural heritage.
Keywords: Phoenicians, Libyan tribes, Political Relations, Economic Relations, Mediterranean Basin, Leptis Magna,

Sabratha, Oea, Liby Phoenicians, Silent Trade, Postcolonialism, Acculturation.
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