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Abstract:
This research addresses the relationship between the Umayyad state and the Byzantine Empire, moving beyond the
traditional narrative that focuses solely on military conflict. The study demonstrates that the relationship between the
two powers was more complex and varied, encompassing diplomatic, economic, and cultural dimensions. Following
the failure of major military campaigns, such as the siege of Constantinople, the Umayyads realized the need to adopt

more flexible policies and turned towards diplomacy.
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The research attempts to prove that diplomacy was not merely a temporary reaction but a fundamental strategic tool
for managing border relations and securing state interests. This flexibility was manifested in the conclusion of truce
treaties, the exchange of embassies, and the periodicimplementation of the "prisoner ransom"” system. There were also
official correspondences between caliphs and emperors, used for both negotiation and a show of strength.

Furthermore, the research reveals the existence of economic and cultural exchange managed in border cities, which
were not only military fortresses but also centers of trade. This trade serves as evidence that economic interests were
pursued away from the language of the sword. On the cultural front, the study shows that Umayyad architecture and
art were influenced by Byzantine styles, which is evident in the design and decoration of structures like the Dome of
the Rock and the Umayyad Mosque. This influence confirms the existence of a civilizational dialogue between the two
powers, where the Umayyads absorbed Byzantine techniques and re-produced them with a unique Islamic character.

Keywords: Umayyad foreign policy, Byzantine diplomacy, cultural exchange, Umayyad-Byzantine relations.
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